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Chapter 1 : Assessment 


It is assumed for the 
purpose of this text that 
the vessel has not 
received damage 
Significant enough to send 
it to the bottomless 
depths, or else how did 
the ship make it back to 
port! If the breach has 
resulted in a manageable 
cow of water into the 
bilge or higher portion of 
the ship then simple begin 
bailing a.s.a.p. and make 
preparations to repair the 
damage dockside. 

However, if the breach 
is an obvious critical 
failure of the hull, it 
should be dry-docked as 
quickly as possible as to 
avoid a loss of the 
vessel and a mess to 
cleanup in shallow waters! 
Few shipping and boating 
repair facilities offer full 
service dry-docking 
outside of capital cities 
so haste and effective 
bailing should be 
implemented in all cases 


of hull damage. 


Chapter 2 : Patching 


Prefabricated patches 
are initially applied toa 
damaged hull, especially in 
the case of dockside 
repairs. During a 
dry-dock, it is feasible to 
beg in permanent repairs 
due to the vessels 
immunity to sinking whilst 
hoisted. "Inward-out” 
patches are more difficult 
to apply in smaller 
vessels do to the cramp 
conditions. However, this 
is the only option for 
dockside repairs as the 
natural oak derived 
adhesive will not set in 
water! "“Outward-in” 
patches are a more 
effective route as they 
are easier applied and 
also hold stronger in the 
water due to the 
pressure caused by water 
drafting around the 
repair, pushing it firmly 
again the ship. This patch 
can only be applied 
dry-docked, which is an 
advantage to the costly 
processes of removing it 
from the water. 

Chapter 5 : Permanent 
Repair 


Once the desired patch 
has been applied, the 
process of “setting” 
the patch should begin. A 
copious and even amount 
of water resistant 
sealant wax should be 
applied in all the groves 
and joints of the patch. 


The best sealant waxes 
should be imported from 
the trusted producers of 
wax in Britain and Trinsic 
on a weekly basis to 
maintain freshness for a 
solid hold. Allow the wax 
to set for two days 
before attempting to sail 
the vessel. 

Chapter 4 : Abrasions 


Abrasions to hulls are 
not serious matters. 
However, they contribute 
to the weakening of hull 
integrity and can lead to 
a later breach. The old 
method of nailing boards 
to the side of the vessel 
works to reduce further 
abrasions but will not 
increase the hulls 
integrity. Only a full 
replacement down to the 
interior of the ship can 
provide optimal protection 
from later critical 
damage. It is better to 
be safe than sorry in 
the matters of safety at 
sea! 


